WHAT ABE THE JEWS

saying that they make him happy. The best Jewish
thought has always taken a higher view of the Jews*
existence; they found its purpose not in happiness,
but in service* *' Ye are my witnesses/* Service is a
condition of the Jews* existence. They have not only
lived their best, but lived at all, by their mission to
the world.

The Jews* religious service to the world depends
on their dispersion* It is not just an accident, but a
condition of their value* The Christians., too, are
scattered. But their large number and, therefore,
dominating place, removes any significance from that
dispersal. Moreover, the Christians were never all
in one land. Christianity began in Palestine and
travelled all over the Western world* But the
Christians did not move. With the Jews it was
different. Palestine was their home when their
history began. The Bible has kept that memory alive
for Jews and Christians; and Jews have had a further
reminder in their prayers and Messianic hopes. For
the Jews, then, the dispersal was not the first condition
in their existence; and it is, for that reason, all the
more significant,

And dispersion became the permanent condition of
the Jews* Jewish history is nearly 4000 years old;
all the Jews lived in Palestine only for about 700 years.